STONEBRIDGE SENTINEL
April 30, 2019

SPRING EDITION
calcium will be applied throughout the neighborhood. The Road Committee is very pleased with
the work Tony Eller is doing. Tony has purchased
some new equipment which has helped greatly
with the road work. Expenses for road work are
within budget.
Discussions are still underway to work with the
West Jefferson and Fleetwood fire departments
to establish a new substation closer to Stonebridge which would result in improved response
time for fire and emergency calls.

President’s Message
Stonebridge Neighbors,
I hope you all have gotten through the winter
season and monsoon rains with minimal effects
on your property. It was certainly one of the
wettest years on record. But in spite of that, I
feel that our roads have held up very well. Many
thanks to Wade Kirby and the Road Committee
members for all their efforts.

The winter road maintenance was completed in
late February with many of the ditches being
cleared and over 50 loads of stone and calcium
chloride being applied. Spring maintenance will
include repairing potholes and work on Summit
and Bobcat roads. In addition, more stone and

Our annual meeting will be held on July 13 and
along with all the other business of the association, we will be electing three new board members. I would encourage anyone who is interested
in serving on the board to contact a current board
member and let them know of that interest. We
plan on sending out biographical summaries of
prospective board members prior to the annual
meeting.
Our next board meeting will be coming up in June.
Please contact a board member if you have any
issues that you feel need to be addressed.

I look forward to seeing you all at the annual
meeting on July 13. Happy Summer!

Larry Oates, President
Stonebridge POA
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2019 POA Annual Meeting
Be sure that you have Saturday, July 13 on your
calendars for the 2019 annual meeting. Property owners gather each year to learn about things
that are important to our neighborhood, to vote
on new board members, to win door prizes (!),
and to meet new neighbors and visit with old
friends. More information will be sent out to all
homeowners later in the spring — but please be
sure to Save The Date!

Board Members Needed
Each year, some members of the POA board rotate off, and new members are needed to fill
those positions. For 2019, there will be three
open spots, and now is the time to consider how
you can step up to fill one of those positions.
The positions are a two-year commitment, and
involvement on the board is a fantastic way to
learn more about Stonebridge. Our neighborhood runs smoothly with dedicated volunteers,
and we need YOU! Please contact a current
board member if you would like more information about this. The deadline to get your
name in for a board position is May 15, 2019!

2018-2019 POA Board
Larry Oates, President
loates@carolon.com
Leigh Stone, Vice President
leigh.stone12@gmail.com
Marsha McDaniel, Secretary
mmmcdaniel@comporium.net
Rowe Campbell, Treasurer
rcampbell@nccob.gov
Chuck Hayes, chuckhayes53@gmail.com
Mary Ann Horsley, Covenants Chairperson
mopedgal60@gmail.com
Wade Kirby, swkirby51@hotmail.com
POA Standing Committee Chairpersons
FireWise – Chuck Hayes (email above)
Good Neighbor – Neva Godwin
neva.k.godwin@gmail.com
Communications – Joanie Loftin
joanieloftin@theloftins.net

Contacting the POA Board
As a reminder, the board has a Contact Us form
on the Stonebridge website
(www.stonebridgetodd.com). There is a drop
down box for selecting an individual email address, or you can choose Contact the Entire
Board, which sends your message to all seven
board members.

All Stonebridge matters should be directed to
the board rather than the management company (however, if you have a change of address or
contact information, that request can go directly
to the management company).
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New Neighbors
Gaye Godwin Spears (April 2019)
1681 Homestead Road
Todd, NC 28684
Welcome to Stonebridge! We look forward to
meeting you and hope that you enjoy your time
on the mountain making wonderful memories!

Progressive Dinners
It’s time for summer, and that means Progressive
Dinners for Stonebridge — our 2018 events were
great fun and after some trial and error, the dinner format seems to be settled…..no more sit
down dinners…….just heavy appetizers and wine,
followed by desserts at a second home.
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to participate, and those who are involved in the dinners
will host either the appetizer or dessert part of at
least one evening during the season.
Dinners are on the third Saturday of the month
…….so the days for 2019 are:
May 18th
June 15th
July 20th
August 17th
September 21st
October 19th

Ashe County Farmer’s Market
The Ashe County Farmer’s Market is open each
Saturday through October, rain or shine, from
8 am until noon. The market is located at 108
Backstreet in West Jefferson. The market features a variety of vendors from the area — be
sure to check them out this summer!

Everyone brings an appetizer and wine to the first
house— check with the host for the desserts!
Groups are assigned by Lee Jackson and change
from month to month — this is a fantastic way to
meet lots of neighbors in Stonebridge.

If you would like to participate or if you have
questions, please contact Lee at
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Firewise Awareness
June 2019 Firewise Awareness Month
Community Brush Pickup
The annual brush and limb pickup is scheduled
for Monday and Tuesday, June 24 and 25. This
service is paid for with funds received from the
Firewise USA grant and is intended to make
our neighborhood safer by eliminating dead
brush that would serve as fuel for a wildfire.
All of Stonebridge is included in the pickup,
and property owners are encouraged to gather
these items, keeping track of the hours spent
on this since we get credit for these volunteer
hours under the Firewise program. To participate in the program:
• Gather branches, limbs, brush, and pruned
material.
•
Insure that materials are no longer than 6
feet long and no greater than 6 inches in
diameter.
• Stack material near the end of your driveway close to the road, but not blocking culverts.
• Do NOT include firewood, trash, clear-cut
material, or construction debris.
• Keep track of the time you spend clearing
your property, and report these hours to
Chuck Hayes at chuckhayes53@gmail.com.
Questions about this program should be directed to Chuck at the above email address.
Be sure to see the next page for another
Firewise article about the safe use of fire pits!
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Be Firewise… Fire Pit Safety Tips
Fire pits are popular these days as attractive,
inexpensive additions that can extend yearround enjoyment of the great outdoors. But
when you use a fire pit you are literally playing
with fire! Careless misuse and an errant spark
could easily ignite a wildfire. Here are some
basic guidelines for fire pit safety:
Lighting Your Fire Pit
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Think about the weather conditions…if it's
dry and too windy, do not light your fire
pit.
Do not use lighter fluid to light a fire pit; a
commercial fire starter stick with kindling is
ideal.
Never leave a fire pit unattended.
Consider investing in a wire mesh cover to
keep embers inside.
Don't overload the wood on the fire -- just
use what's necessary to keep it burning
gently.
Don't put garbage or paper products into
the fire. They can easily throw off embers.
Don't burn soft woods like pine. These can
"pop" and throw sparks.
Even if you follow all these guidelines, accidents still happen. Keep a container of water and a hose nearby in case of an emergency.

Extinguishing Your Fire Pit
•
•

Always have a shovel nearby to extinguish
any escaped flames or embers.
Extinguish with water; drown it and stir it
with the shovel to make sure it's fully extinguished.

•

Dispose of ashes in a safe manner; keep a metal can that is used solely for ash storage. Even
after 2 or 3 days, ashes can still be hot enough
to cause a fire.

If you follow these guidelines and safely utilize
your fire pit, it can be a wonderful addition to your
cabin. And don't just limit your cooking to
roasting marshmallows over the fire pit; a simple
fire pit grill laid over the top can transform it into
an excellent outdoor stove!
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How Do I?
Exit Stonebridge in an Emergency?
Drive to the end of Annapurna Drive, and open
the chain (combination
lock) — if you don’t
have the combination,
please contact a board
member or ask a neighbor. The board would
like to remind everyone
that this exit is ONLY to
be used in case of dire
emergency.
Join the Facebook Group?
From your Facebook account, go to https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/1586324594968696/?ref=bookmarks
and submit a join request. Requests are normally approved within a few hours. The group is
closed, and members must be property owners
or family members who use cabins on a frequent basis.
Update My Contact Information
Contact the management company at
asurentals.com@gmail.com.
Find a Vendor/Contractor to Work on
My Cabin?
Check out the Stonebridge website at
www.stonebridgetodd.com/useful-info/
contractor-list. You can also ask for recommendations on the Facebook group — remember to
always check references. Vendors on the website are NOT vetted in any way!

Get Approval to Modify My Cabin/Remove a
Tree, Etc.?
Complete the Covenants Committee Review
Form, which can be found by following the link
on the main homepage for Stonebridge. The
form must be completed and approved BEFORE
you begin any work!
Find Out Current Weather Conditions in
Stonebridge?
We have a weather station that reports realtime data! You can find the current conditions
(at the top of the mountain) by going to the
Stonebridge website and looking on the right
side of the page for the weather icons. If you
click on the icons, you will find more information and a link to historical weather data for
the past few months.
Dispose of a Worn Flag
Many Stonebridge residents proudly fly the
American flag, but harsh weather conditions on
the mountain mean they wear out quickly.
Contact Bud Snotherly using the information in
the directory — he collects worn flags for proper disposal!
Contribute an Article for the Sentinel
Story and photo contributions (and suggestions
for story topics) are welcome! Please contact
Joanie Loftin at joanieloftin@theloftins.net.
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Stonebridge Bear
Recent outfits for the Stonebridge Bear with thanks to Laura Micklon and Lynne Hayes!
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ty to meet neighbors and catch up with old
friends.

Feast for the Arts
SAVE-THE-DATE – Saturday, June 8
Each spring for the past 12 years, the Ashe
County Arts Council has held A Feast for the
Arts to help raise awareness for all the wonderful programs they support. This year volunteers
around the county will once again be hosting
dinners, brunches, picnics and parties. Many of
these will be held on Saturday, June 8, followed
by a Gala Dessert and Silent Auction at the Arts
Council Gallery, 303 School Avenue in West
Jefferson.
The money raised supports Junior Appalachian
Musicians, Arts in Education, SpringFest for children with special needs, community art projects, an annual Studio Tour, the Ashe County
Old Time & Bluegrass Fiddlers Convention, gallery exhibits, Coffee House Live, concerts, the
literary festival and much, much more. For
more information about the Ashe County Arts
Council and the programs it supports, visit their
website at ashecountyarts.org/ or friend them
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/AsheCounty-Arts-Council-203583807262/.
Those who have participated in the past know
what a fun time it will be. It’s a great opportuni-

Stonebridge residents Lynne & Dave Eastburn
have been hosting dinners as part of A Feast for
the Arts since 2009. Last year, over 100 Stonebridge residents and friends attended their dinner. This year Dave & Lynne would like to invite
everyone in Stonebridge to attend their event at
Boondocks’ Brew Haus on Saturday, June 8,
from 5-7:30 pm, followed by the Gala Dessert &
Silent Auction at the Arts Center.
A minimum donation of $40 per person is requested and 100% of your donation goes directly
to the Ashe County Arts Council. Watch for more
information on the Stonebridge Facebook page,
The Sentinel, and your email as the event date
gets closer.
We hope to see you there!
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Ashe County Arts Update
A wide variety of arts programming is scheduled by the Arts County Arts Council each month. Below
is a list of events scheduled through early August, and you can get more details about these events
by going to the council website listed below and clicking on Performance and Events and then Calendar of Events. The Arts Council has programming to suit every interest. Come out, have fun, and
support the Arts!
For additional information, check the following:
Stonebridge Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1586324594968696/
Arts Council Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Ashe-County-Arts-Council203583807262/
Arts Council website at http://ashecountyarts.org/

Upcoming Events
MAY

03
24
25

Sauce Boss
Community Singers Concert
Night of the Spoken Word

7:30
7:30
7:30

pm
pm
pm

Ashe Civic Center
Ashe Civic Center
Ashe Civic Center

JUNE

08
14

Feast for the Arts
Gallery Crawl

8:00
5:00

pm
pm

Ashe Arts Center
Ashe Arts Center

JULY

26-27 Bluegrass/Old Time Fiddlers Conv

5:00

pm

Ashe County Park

AUG

03-04 Ashe County Studio Tour

9:00

am

Various Locations

Stonebridge Property Owners’
Association
768 West King Street
Boone, NC 28607
Board@Stonebridgetodd.com
www.stonebridgetodd.com

