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SUMMER EDITION
the board next year, and I am confident that they
will do a great job. However, we are going to have
a tough act to follow. The people on the outgoing
board have worked tirelessly to serve this association, and none has worked harder than Dan Hefner. He has been organized, responsive, and respectful during this entire year. We also owe a big
thank you to Ted Winter, Ann Latimer and Steve
Ott for their work over the past years.

President’s Message
Greetings Stonebridge neighbors! I am looking
forward to serving our association and neighborhood next year as board president. My wife,
Mallory, and I have been homeowners in Stonebridge for a little over 4 years, and we absolutely
love it here – the beauty and serenity of the
mountains, the cool temperatures, and especially all the wonderful neighbors and friends that
we have made here. We are not full time residents – we live in Winston-Salem, but we are
here as much as possible. I plan to be accessible
and responsive to any questions or concerns
that may arise during the year. I think we have a
very capable and talented group of people to
serve on

The main focus for the board next year will continue to be on road and culvert maintenance. The
lion’s share of our budget is spent on roads, and
we all want the roads to remain in the best possible condition. We can all help by watching our
speed and remembering to swing out wide when
driving through the switchbacks. This makes the
roads last longer, allows a more pleasant drive,
and reduces maintenance costs. We are fortunate
to have Joe Culbreth and Bruce Hershock to serve
as consultants again this year and offer their guidance and expertise on road maintenance. Thanks
to everyone for helping to preserve our roads.
We are happy to have Joanie and Scott Loftin to
continue this year as our communications leaders.
They have done a great job on our quarterly
newsletters, updating the Stonebridge website,
maintaining our Facebook page, and helping get
information out to us all.
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Once again, I appreciate the opportunity to
serve our association this coming year along
with a great group of board members. We
would ask for your continued support as we all
work together to preserve and protect this
beautiful area that we are privileged to live in.
Best wishes to you all and hope you have a
great summer in the mountains.
Larry Oates
Stonebridge POA President

2018-2019 POA Board
Larry Oates, President
loates@carolon.com
Leigh Stone, Vice President
leigh.stone12@gmail.com
Marsha McDaniel, Secretary
mmmcdaniel@comporium.net
Rowe Campbell, Treasurer
rcampbell@nccob.gov
Chuck Hayes, chuckhayes53@gmail.com
Mary Ann Horsley, Covenants Chairperson
mopedgal60@gmail.com
Wade Kirby, swkirby51@hotmail.com
POA Standing Committee Chairpersons
FireWise – Chuck Hayes (email above)
Good Neighbor – Cindy Wiehrs
cwiehrs@gmail.com
Communications – Joanie Loftin
joanieloftin@theloftins.net

Contacting the POA Board
As a reminder, the board has a Contact Us form
on the Stonebridge website
(www.stonebridgetodd.com). There is a drop
down box for selecting an individual email address, or you can choose Contact the Entire
Board, which sends your message to all seven
board members.

All Stonebridge matters should be directed to
the board rather than the management company (however, if you have a change of address or
contact information, that request can go directly
to the management company).
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Progressive Dinners Summer 2018

New Neighbors/New Cabin Owners

Stonebridge progressive dinners are going
strong this summer! This is a great way to meet
new friends in Stonebridge and enjoy a delicious dinner. Each evening begins with appetizers and drinks for 12 people at one cabin, followed by dinner for 6 at a different cabin. Everyone who participates takes turns hosting during the season, and everyone contributes wine
for the evening.
Appetizers are served from 5:00-6:30, with
hosts providing appetizers and libations and
guests providing wine. Dinner hosts provide
the meal and a light dessert and perhaps more
wine, although any wine not consumed at the
appetizer social is taken to dinner. Dinner will
be 6:30-whenever.
For 2018, dinners are planned for the third
Saturday of each month. Dates currently
scheduled are:
August 18
September 15
October 20
November 17
If, for some reason, a date needs to be
changed, advance notice will be given.
Note that you do NOT have to commit to
participating every month. You can opt in or
out of each session by contacting Lee Jackson.
If you would like to participate (or to let Lee
know if you need to be out at any time),
please email him at rljackson51@gmail.com.
Assignments will be made and distributed
approximately two weeks before each date.
Hope to see you all there!

Eric and Kathryn Berry (April 2018)
289 Summit Drive
Todd, NC 28684
Don and Sprae Gray (May 2018)
187 Mountain Brook Lane
Todd, NC
John and Debra Vinci (June 2018)
263 East Yellow Bear
Raleigh, NC

Moves Within Stonebridge
Kevin and Patricia Rambosk are now at 331
Yellow Bear Road
Bruce and Debbie Hershock are now at
199 Old Orchard
Kenneth and Blair Kopf are now at 181 Bear Park
Drive
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Firewise Awareness
Roofing Materials: JUST THE FACTS
Roofs are a highly vulnerable part of a home
during wildfires. Homes ignite in one of three
ways: embers, radiant heat exposure, or direct
flame contact. An example of an ember ignition is when wind-blown embers accumulate
on combustible materials such as cedar shake
shingles. An untreated wood shake shingle
roof covering is the greatest threat to a home.
Roof covering fire ratings are Class A, B, C, or
unrated; with Class A offering the highest resistance to fire, and unrated the worst. Of the
three types of shingles approved for use in
Stonebridge, the common wood cedar shake
falls in the unrated category, the Da Vinci composite shake is rated Class A and the Ply Gem
product is currently Class C. According to the
Ply Gem representative, their shingle had a
Class A rating and they are in the process of
scheduling another test and hope to regain
Class A status. Both the Da Vinci and Ply Gem
shingles have some of the best impact and high
-wind ratings in the business.
Be Firewise when considering a new roof.
Take the time to learn the facts and take action
to make your cabin better able to survive a
wildfire. A local contact for information about
warranties, product construction, ease of installation, and pricing is Brad Matheson of
Blevins Building Supply, West Jefferson, 336
846-4888.

New Shingle Choice for Stonebridge
At the 2018 annual meeting of the Stonebridge
POA, property owners voted to approve a new
shingle choice for cabins. The new shingle is the
PlyGem engineered cedar shakes in Weathered
Brown or Weathered Gray from PlyGem Building
Products.
PlyGem has a photo gallery on their website if you
would like to see how the new shingles might
look, and you can also find a contact us link if you
have questions or need more information.
REMINDER — Roofing changes DO require approval by the Covenants Committee, but there is
no fee for this!
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How Do I?
Exit Stonebridge in an Emergency?
Drive to the end of Annapurna Drive, and open
the chain (combination
lock) — if you don’t
have the combination,
please contact a board
member or ask a neighbor. The board would
like to remind everyone
that this exit is ONLY to
be used in case of dire
emergency.
Join the Facebook Group?
From your Facebook account, go to https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/1586324594968696/?ref=bookmarks
and submit a join request. Requests are normally approved within a few hours. The group is
closed, and members must be property owners
or family members who use cabins on a regular
basis.
Update My Contact Information
Contact the management company at
asurentals.com@gmail.com.
Find a Vendor/Contractor to Work on
My Cabin?
Check out the Stonebridge website at
www.stonebridgetodd.com/useful-info/
contractor-list. You can also ask for recommendations on the Facebook group — remember to
always check references. Vendors on the website are NOT vetted in any way!

Get Approval to Modify My Cabin/Remove a
Tree, Etc.?
Complete the Covenants Committee Review
Form, which can be found by following the link
on the main homepage for Stonebridge. The
form must be completed and approved BEFORE
you begin any work!
Find Out Current Weather Conditions in
Stonebridge?
We have a weather station that reports realtime data! You can find the current conditions
(at the top of the mountain) by going to the
Stonebridge website and looking on the right
side of the page for the weather icons. If you
click on the icons, you will find more information and a link to historical weather data for
the past few months.
Dispose of a Worn Flag
Many Stonebridge residents proudly fly the
American flag, but harsh weather conditions on
the mountain mean they wear out quickly.
Contact Bud Snotherly using the information in
the directory — he collects worn flags for proper disposal!
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“We look forward to it every year, and it is one of
the highlights of the summer for us.” Paul and
Mary Anne Stevens, Annapurna Drive
“We were so glad we were able to attend this
year and certainly plan to make it an annual event
now that we are retired.” Carolyn & Brad Bush,
Homestead Road

A Feast for the Arts has become an annual tradition for many Stonebridge residents. In addition to raising funds and awareness for the arts
in Ashe County, it is a great way to kick off the
summer season with Stonebridge friends and
neighbors. In fact, it’s so much fun that many
residents bring additional family members and
friends who don’t live in Stonebridge, and former residents come back every year to celebrate with old friends. This year the award for
driving the farthest goes to Richard & Dee Falls
from Birmingham, AL (formerly of Homestead
Road). Dee also donated a painting for the silent auction to help raise additional money for
the arts.

“It was truly a night to remember. Everything
about the evening was lovely, and the delicious
dinner was right out of an elegant restaurant in
New York City. It was wonderful to hear how very
successful the evening was for the Ashe County
Council for the Arts.” Barbara & Buddy Snotherly,
Sundance Road
“Thanks so much for inviting us back. We really
miss all our Stonebridge friends.” Carol & Rick
Dynesius, Davidson, NC (formerly of “Rock City” on
Homestead Road)

Here’s what people are saying about this year’s
Feast for the Arts:
“We are all blessed to have so many in this
community that are willing to give of their time,
talent and dollars to make this the special place
that it is.” Gary Brown, Owner of Boondocks
Taproom and Restaurant

Mingling at Boondocks before a delicious dinner
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Dave & Lynne Eastburn have been hosting a dinner as part of A Feast for the Arts for each of the
past nine years. The first five years, they hosted
the dinner in their home on Homestead Road,
but it became such a success that they had to
move it to a larger venue and have been hosting
it at Boondocks for the past four years – first on
the BoonDeck, then for the past three years at
the Brew Haus.

raffle. 106 people attended the dinner we hosted
at the Brew Haus! Including your donations and
winning bids at the silent auction, Stonebridge
accounted for nearly 25% of the fundraising total and was the largest event in the county. Even better, your generosity and commitment to supporting the arts has set an example
for others around the county -- this year more
people than ever participated in feast events,
and several of those events attracted records
crowds.
We are also grateful to Gary Brown, Executive
Chef Jared Yelton, Events Manager Penny
Wooten and all the staff at Boondocks who have
helped make this event possible.
THANK YOU just doesn’t seem to convey our
gratitude. We hope you will enjoy the programs
brought to you by the Ashe County Arts Council
throughout the coming year.
Don’t forget to circle Saturday, June 8, 2019, on
your calendar for next year’s Feast for the Arts!

Dave and Lynne Eastburn host friends at
A Feast for the Arts

A Note from Dave and Lynne
We want to thank all our friends and neighbors
for supporting the arts in Ashe County at this
year’s Feast for the Arts. We are truly humbled
by your generosity.
This year’s event raised nearly $42,000 countywide at more than two dozen separate
events. And, once again, our Stonebridge
friends led the way. Numerous Stonebridge
artists and donors contributed their time, talent
and resources to the silent auction and

Most appreciatively,
Dave & Lynne Eastburn
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Stonebridge Participates in the
Southern Appalachian Cooperative
Black Bear Study
Tom Davis
Covering 16 million acres 16 million acres in the
southern Appalachians and including both public and private lands within eastern Tennessee,
northern Georgia, western South Carolina, and
all of North Carolina, this study hopes to gain a
contemporary understanding of the regional
black bear population to aid with management
strategies. The sponsoring agencies include:
University of Tennessee, Knoxville; United
States Geological Survey; State Wildlife Management Agencies from the four states; National Park Service; U.S.D.A. Forest Service and private land owners.
Hair snares, constructed in mid-June, will collect data until the first week of August, after
which time they will be deconstructed. Hair
snares consist of 2 lines of barbed wire, 1 at
shin height and 1 at thigh height, wrapped
around 3 to 5 trees. A bag of bakery sweets is
suspended over the center along with a scent
lure. The bears climb over, under, or through
the barbed wire, leaving their hair on the
barbs. Technicians check the snares once a
week to collect the hair. These snares do not
harm the bears nor attract any bears that are
not already in the area.

This collection method, known as genetic capture-recapture, is far safer for both bears and
humans than the traditional live-capture method. Biologists genetically analyze the hair,
which amounts to an individual fingerprint for

each bear and from which population numbers,
diet, health, and other data may be derived.
Stonebridge will have one snare site which will be
on the property of Tom and Sue Davis, located at
the end of Rocky Valley Drive. Hopefully, our current bear-in-residence will oblige us with some of
its hair so that we may get to know it better!
Additional information on black bears can be
found in the Winter 2018 issue of the Sentinel,
which is available on the Stonebridge website.
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Good Neighbor Picnic

Urgent Meeting —Fire District Change

Labor Day Weekend
Saturday, September 1
Rain Date Sunday, September 2
4:30—until…….
$5.00 for ages 12 and older
Free for those under 12

A group of dedicated neighbors has been working
to get the section of Stonebridge that is currently
in the West Jefferson (WJ) Fire District moved to
the Fleetwood District. A petition circulated this
summer was signed by over 90% of property
owners in the WJ district! This change will benefit
Stonebridge by directing fire tax dollars to the
Fleetwood department, which already responds
to emergencies in Stonebridge (even the parts
that are in the WJ district), enabling them to have
more funds to purchase equipment. Additionally,
the Fleetwood district has agreed to pursue placing a substation closer to Stonebridge, which will
cut down on response times. Having the substation located closer will also likely result in lowered insurance premiums for homeowners currently in the WJ district.

Join your Stonebridge friends for a great meal
and evening of fun and fellowship at this annual end-of-summer tradition.
What to Bring
• Chair
• Beverage(s) of choice
• Side, appetizer, or dessert to feed 10-12
people
What Is Provided
• Paper products, cups, eating utensils
• Ice
• Pork
RSVP by August 18 to
Cindy Wiehrs
cwiehrs@gmail.com
336-877-1368
Volunteers Needed
If you can help set up, break down, clean up,
etc. please contact Cindy ASAP!

On Monday, August 20 at 9:00 am, this issue will
come before the Ashe County Commissioners. We
need a strong show of support to demonstrate
the importance of this issue and the unity of our
community on making this happen.
ALL STONEBRIDGE PROPERTY OWNERS (even
those already in the Fleetwood district) are
URGED to attend this meeting wearing RED as a
show of unity and support. Local media will be
covering this meeting, and we cannot stress
enough the importance of having property owners in attendance.
There are approximately 150 seats in the meeting
room – could we fill ALL of them with Stonebridge
supporters? Please join us on August 20 at 9:00
am at the Ashe County Courthouse. If you have
any questions, contact Chuck Hayes at chuckhayes53@gmail.com
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My Favorite Stonebridge Resident—The
Brook Trout

Without a doubt, the Brook Trout is one of my
favorite fish! I have spent many days fishing for
them in Stonebridge and continue to explore
the streams in the high country with the hopes
of catching them. If you haven’t seen one, don’t
be surprised if it suddenly becomes your favorite fish once you do! While often small in size (4
-8 inches), they are without a doubt one of nature’s true masterpieces, and we are lucky they
call western NC home.
The Brook Trout, Salvelinus fontinalis, is often
called a speckled trout or “speck” by NC anglers. Its unique appearance, with greenish
brown, often iridescent light red spots on its
sides, and characteristic wavy, worm-like lines
on the back, make it one of our most colorful
fish. At home in small, cold, clean NC streams,
they are native to the eastern United States and
Canada. Young Brook Trout feed on small
aquatic and terrestrial insects. Adults eat a wide
variety of aquatic and terrestrial insects, as well
as crustaceans, fish and other small vertebrates. Fishing dry flies and nymphs that imitate
natural food items works well. They will also
aggressively strike at small spinners and streamers.
While wild, stream bred individuals are often
small in NC (anything over 10 inches is a nice

one!), larger Brook Trout are reared at NC Wildlife
Resources Commission hatcheries and stocked in
many streams that are no longer capable of supporting wild trout. Streams often lose the ability
to support wild trout as a result of sediment entering streams from developed land, and/or elevated
stream temperatures from the removal of riparian/streamside vegetation or building of ponds on
small mountain streams. Another factor that
causes issues for Brook Trout is the stocking of
Rainbow and Brown Trout, two non-native trout
species that are thought to outcompete Brook
Trout for habitat and food resources. As a result,
it is illegal in NC to move or stock fish without a
stocking permit. Furthermore, the NC Wildlife Resources Commission only stocks sterile trout, and
only stocks streams that do not support wild, selfsupporting Brook Trout populations.
If you’d like to learn more, below are several links
to our website that contain information about
Brook Trout, as well as information on how to find
places to fish, additional information on trout and
other NC fish species, fishing regulations, etc.
Brook Trout information - http://
www.ncwildlife.org/Learning/Species/Fish/BrookTrout
Trout Fishing Page - http://www.ncwildlife.org/
Learning/Species/Fish/Trout/Trout-Fishing
Finally, give me a call or email me if I can assist
you with additional information or finding a place
to fish for this NC treasure!
Kevin Hining // Northern Mountain Education
Specialist, Wildlife Education Division
NC Wildlife Resources Commission
Fleetwood, North Carolina 28626
336-213-9692 or kevin.hining@ncwildlife.org
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Stonebridge Bear
Continued thanks to Lynne Hayes and Laura
Micklon, who are so dedicated to keeping our
bear up-to-date!
Here our bear celebrates MerleFest, Cinco de
Mayo, and Memorial Day — you can see him
dressed for July 4 and reminding us about the
importance of Firewise on other pages of this
issue of the Sentinel!
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2018 Brush and Limb Pickup
The Firewise committee has scheduled the annual brush and limb pickup for Monday and
Tuesday, August 27 and 28. This service is paid
for with funds received from the Firewise grant
and is intended to make our neighborhood safer
by eliminating dead brush that would serve as
fuel for a wildfire. All of Stonebridge is included
in the pickup, and property owners are encouraged to gather these items, keeping track of the
hours spent on this since we get credit for these
volunteer hours under the Firewise program. To
participate in the program
• Gather branches, limbs, brush, and pruned
material
• Insure that materials are no longer than 6
feet long and no greater than 6 inches in diameter
• Stack material near the end of your driveway
close to the road, but not blocking culverts
• Do NOT include firewood, trash, clear-cut
material, or construction debris
• Keep track of the time you spend clearing
your property, and report these hours to
Chuck Hayes at chuckhayes53@gmail.com.
• Questions about this program should be directed to Chuck at the above email address.

A Stonebridge bear pays a visit to the Matheson
porch —he was attracted by a bird feeder!
Photo credit Judy Matheson

Baby deer in Stonebridge
Photo credit Jim Dixey
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Outdoor Lighting in Stonebridge
Property owners in Stonebridge recently approved a new lighting rule to help lessen light
pollution in Stonebridge and insure that we all
can enjoy the beautiful starry nights from our
cabins. Light pollution has been a topic of interest among our neighbors, and the board has
heard concerns from residents on this topic.
The board urges all residents to consider turning off unnecessary outdoor lighting as well as
leaving a key with a trusted neighbor in case
you are away from your cabin and accidentally
leave a light on.
The new lighting rule for Stonebridge is:

dian rhythms of all animals (including humans) in
negative ways and has maps showing how different areas of the world experience light pollution.
You can read the complete article at https://
www.usatoday.com/story/news/
nation/2018/07/19/artificial-light-dark-sky-parknight-sky/773451002/
More information about light pollution can be
found at www.darksky.org/light-pollution. This
website offers information about this topic, including ways that we can all help decrease light
pollution! We hope that you will consider leaving
all exterior lights off except when you are actually
entering or leaving your cabin.

Rule # 5

And, on a Related Topic….

Exterior lighting must adhere to the following
criteria:

Because our mountains still have some areas of
darkness, there are two night sky observatories
located in the area. The Dark Sky Observatory,
affiliated with Appalachian State University, is located about 40 minutes from Stonebridge near
Purlear and has monthly sessions for observing
our skies. Additional information can be found at
https://dso.appstate.edu/

Exterior lights, such as those installed by
Blue Ridge Energy, must be high pressure sodium (HPS), 2100 Kelvin or
below with a shoebox type fixture, be
attached to the cabin or garage, and
be no higher than the highest point of
the structure to which it is attached.
Exterior lighting must be turned off between 11:00 PM and 6 AM.
Flood lights that are attached to the cabin or
garage, outpost lighting along walkways, and
low voltage landscape lights are acceptable and
are not subject to these criteria.
Bruce Hershock shared a link to an excellent
article that was recently published in USA Today on the topic of light pollution. The article
points out that light pollution affects the circa-

The Bare Dark Sky Observatory, located near
Spruce Pine (about two hours from Stonebridge)
and affiliated with Mayland Community College,
has been designated as an International Dark Sky
(IDA) certified Star Park. Observation nights are
offered on select weekends; more information
can be found at https://www.mayland.edu/
observatory.
More details about both of these parks can be
found in the October 2017 edition of the Sentinel.
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Ashe County Arts Update
A wide variety of arts programming is scheduled by the Arts County Arts Council each month. Below
is a list of events scheduled through mid-October, and you can get more details about these events
by going to the council website listed below and clicking on Performance and Events and then Calendar of Events. The Arts Council has programming to suit every interest. Come out, have fun, and
support the Arts!
For additional information, check the following:
Stonebridge Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1586324594968696/
Arts Council Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Ashe-County-Arts-Council203583807262/
Arts Council website at http://ashecountyarts.org/

Upcoming Events
AUGUST

4-5
10
18
23-26

Ashe County Studio Tour
Gallery Crawl
Coffee House Live
Savannah Sipping Society

All Day at Studio Locations
5:00 pm
Ashe Arts Center
7:30 pm
WJ UMC
7:30 pm
Ashe Civic Center

SEPT

10-15
10
14
22

On the Same Page Literary Fest.
Elliot Engel
Gallery Crawl
Art on the Mountain

9:00
7:30
5:00
9:00

am
pm
pm
am

Ashe Arts Center
Ashe Arts Center
Ashe Arts Center
Ashe Arts Center

OCT

12

Gallery Crawl

5:00

pm

Ashe Arts Center

Labor Day Picnic
Saturday, September 1
4:30 on Old Mill Road

Stonebridge Property Owners’
Association
768 West King Street
Boone, NC 28607
Board@Stonebridgetodd.com
www.stonebridgetodd.com

