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FALL EDITION
driving. A huge thank you to our volunteers, Joe
Culbreth and Bruce Hershock, and board member
Steve Ott for planning and overseeing this work. I
encourage you to find the time to thank these volunteer individuals for their tireless efforts in making our roads safe and drivable.
Driving above posted speed limits, sometimes as
much as 20mph over, continues to be a concern
for the safety of our residents. Speeding is not
only a safety issue, but also it significantly deteriorates the roads which translates into more of your
$$ going for maintenance. Drive safely and remind your guests to observe all posted signage.

President’s Message
Stonebridge Residents,
It’s hard to think we have moved through summer and the beautiful fall foliage season with
winter temperatures fast approaching. Some of
our fellow residents have already experienced a
dusting of snow at least on one occasion, a sure
sign that winter is on the way! With that, you
are encouraged to take precautions in winterizing your cabin as needed, and to exercise extreme caution while traversing the roads of
Stonebridge.
Over the last few months road maintenance has
been completed to ready the roads for winter

Our Facebook usage continues to increase and is
an excellent communication venue for keeping up
with what’s happening in Stonebridge. It provides
valuable information and can be used to update
residents on weather, road status, recommended
vendors, etc.
As you have questions, issues, or concerns, please
feel free to contact any member of the board.
Contact information is on the Stonebridge website. In closing, the Board of Directors, and I, wish
you a safe and happy holiday season.
Dan Hefner, President
Stonebridge POA
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Serve on the Board
Each year, property owners in Stonebridge volunteer their time to serve our community
through the POA board Board members oversee issues of concern such as road maintenance,
covenant restrictions, financial and legal
matters, and much more Some members rotate
off each year, and new people are needed to fill
these positions. If you would be interested in
more information about this opportunity, please
contact a current board member—they will be
happy to answer your questions!

The Stonebridge bear reminds us all to be
thankful — having a cabin in beautiful
Stonebridge is certainly something to be
thankful for!

2017-2018 POA Board
Dan Hefner, President
dedvenhefner@gmail.com
Larry Oates, Vice President
loates@carolon.com
Marsha McDaniel, Secretary
mmmcdaniel@comporium.net
Ann Latimer, Treasurer
ann.latimer@gmail.com
Ted Winter ted.winter@gmail.com
Steve Ott cott@carolina.rr.com
Chuck Hayes chuckhayes53@gmail.com
POA Standing Committee Chairpersons
Communications – Joanie Loftin
joanieloftin@theloftins.net
Covenants – Ted Winter
Ted.winter@gmail.com
FireWise – Chuck Hayes
chuckhayes53@gmail.com
Good Neighbor – Cindy Wiehrs
cwiehrs@gmail.com
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Roads Update
The road committee (Joe Culbreth, Bruce Hershock,
and Steve Ott) completed its fall road maintenance
project over the last week of October and first week
of November. Many truckloads of stone were added
to the roads. We again use calcium chloride liquid for
roadbed stabilization and dust control. We found that
that the June pressurized liquid application was less
expensive and more effective, so we decided to continue with this approach.

In addition, the fall project included road repairs
caused by damage from the very heavy rains we received in late October. While the culvert projects we
completed last year held up well against the rains,
some existing issues remain, and new problems became known. We continue to work on problem areas
as time and money allow.
We also experimented with an electronic speed sign
to see if we could reduce the speed of traffic on the
roads, especially on the Homestead Road hill. The
speed sign was also used to provide data that will
help us formulate possible solutions to reducing
speeding on our roads. As you know, speeding is both
a safety and road preservation issue.
The data for the speed sign showed that for the period October 1st through the 24th:
3168 vehicles passed the sign
10% of those exceeded 26 MPH.
2600 (82%) of the vehicles slowed down after
seeing their speed.
Based on this data, we feel the sign was effective in
reducing speed. However, we also realize there are
some residents that are concerned about the aesthetics of the sign. We have decided to remove the
sign for the winter months when neighborhood traffic
is greatly reduced. The board will take up this issue

again in January to see how we might best affect the
speed of those that exceed 26 mph.
Finally, we ask all drivers to use the outside lane on all
three switchbacks. Many drivers use a shortcut on
switchback #1 and # 3 and proceed on the inside,
which digs up the road base and allows the road to
wash away from heavy rain.
Stonebridge is a large community of over 300 homes,
which causes a lot of traffic that travels on steep gravel roads. It is a challenge to keep them maintained,
safe, and properly drained. We appreciate the funding
from the community and your patience as we try new
ideas and procedures to make things better.
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Important Updated Emergency Exit
Information

Appalachian Management Service

Official affairs of Stonebridge are handled via a
The emergency exit previously available on Tom- management company, AMS. All official mailings/emails come from them (emails from
ahawk drive is NO LONGER considered a viable
exit from Stonebridge. That area is impassable to Harold Tilley at asurentals.com@gmail.com).
They maintain the official list of Stonebridge
almost all vehicles (including many 4WD), and
property owners and their contact information. If
the board has determined that an emergency
exit must be navigable for all passenger vehicles you have a change of address, phone number(s),
or email address, please help us keep the list acin order to be considered a viable exit. The sign
marking this exit will be removed, and the ONLY curate by emailing changes to Harold Tilley at
asurentals.com@gmail.com. AMS publishes the
emergency exit out of our neighborhood is now
located at the end of Annapurna Drive. This exit updated Stonebridge directory each quarter, so it
from Annapurna is closed off with a chain that is is very important for them to have accurate inlocked with a combination lock; the combination formation.
was sent out in a previous email. If you do not
For all other matters, property owners in Stonehave the combination, please contact a board
bridge should contact the board directly. The
member or ask a neighbor!
management company cannot answer questions
The board would like to remind everyone that
this exit is ONLY to be used in case of dire emer- or address concerns regarding Stonebridge
gency. We have been granted access by property matters; if you contact them, they will forward
owners outside our neighborhood for emergency your request to the board, but this delays a response for you and could incur additional costs
use only, and we need to respect their request
since we pay AMS based on their time dealing
for use of the property.
with Stonebridge issues. Contact information for
the board is available on the website or on page
2 of this issue of the Sentinel.

Join the Good Neighbor Group
The Labor Day picnic and the Stonebridge bear, as
well as other activities are part of the Good Neighbor Group. If you are interested in hospitality/
fellowship type activities in Stonebridge, the Good
Neighbor Committee welcomes your help! You do
not have to be a full-time committee member;
help is often needed for short-term projects. If
you want to know more or sign up to help, please
contact Cindy Wiehrs.
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Stonebridge Bear
Fall means football and Halloween, and our
Stonebridge bear is, as always, ready for the
season! Our bear mammas, Lynne Hayes and
Laura Micklon, are so dedicated to making sure
that the bear has the perfect outfit. We appreciate their creativity and dedication — be sure
to thank them for their hard work!

The Stonebridge bear celebrated Halloween by
dressing as a pirate this year!

Our bear is ready for football and is
representing the Ashe County High Huskies.
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Wildlife in Stonebridge

Wildlife Information Resource

The NC Wildlife Helpline was created so that the
general public could more easily contact the NC
Wildlife Resources Commission for assistance
with wildlife issues, as well as general wildlife
related questions. Three fulltime staff members
run this program and are happy to answer wildlife-related questions via phone or email. In addition, a new webpage was created that houses
many of the more common questions that folks
have—this can be found at: http://
www.ncwildlife.org/Have-A-Problem. It is a
good idea to check the NC Wildlife Helpline
webpage first, if possible, to see if the information on it helps to resolve issues. If not or if
there are additional questions, please call or
email the helpline, which is open MondayFriday, 8am- 5pm, at 866-318-2401. Questions
can also be emailed to
wildlifehelpline@ncwildlife.org This method is
especially helpful if you have photos or other
media you wish to send along with your question. The NC Wildlife Helpline has been up and
running for a few months—contact them with
your wildlife questions.

If you have a question about wildlife in our area,
Kevin would love to hear from you! Send him
your questions, and he will try to address them in
future editions of the Sentinel.
Kevin Hining
Northern Mountain Education Specialist Wildlife
Education Division
NC Wildlife Resources Commission
Fleetwood, North Carolina 28626
office: 336-877-1087/cell: 336-213-9692
kevin.hining@ncwildlife.org
The website for the NC Wildlife Resources Commission is www.ncwildlife.org.

Information on wildlife is provided for each issue
of the Sentinel by Kevin Hining, son of
Stonebridge residents Greg and Luellen Hining.
We appreciate his contributions and his willingness to share his knowledge with us!

A wild turkey in Stonebridge —
Photo by Jim Dixey
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Ashe County Arts Update
It may be getting cold outside, but the Ashe County Arts Council still has many events planned
throughout the late fall and winter months. Below is a list of events currently scheduled, and you can
get more details about these events by going to the council website listed below and clicking on
Performance and Events and then Calendar of Events.
The Arts Council has programming to suit every interest. Come out, have fun, and support the Arts!
For additional information, check the following:
Stonebridge Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1586324594968696/
Arts Council Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Ashe-County-Arts-Council203583807262/
Arts Council website at http://ashecountyarts.org/
Looking Ahead to 2018—Lynne and Dave Eastburn invite you to next year’s Feast for the Arts, scheduled on Saturday, June 9. Save the date, and look for more details in future editions of the Sentinel.

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

3
11

1
2
2
7

November through February Events
Jeff Little Trio Concert
7:30 pm
Boardwalk Barbershop
Quartet Concert
7:30 pm

Civic Center
Arts Center

Christmas Crawl/Artist Reception
5-8
pm
Tree Fest and Christmas Miniatures
Saturday with Santa!
8:00 am
Holiday Open House
11am – 4pm
Ashe County Choral Festival
7:00 pm

Downtown
Arts Center
Arts Center
ACHS

JANUARY

5
11
15
27

Gallery Reception: Winter Blues
Kruger Brothers Concert
Martin Luther King Day Celebration
Coffee House Live

5-7
7:30
7:00
7:30

pm
pm
pm
pm

Arts Center
Civic Center
Arts Center
WJUMC

FEBRUARY

3
9
24

Harmonia Baroque
Gallery Reception: Quilt Guild
Zoe and Cloyd in Concert

7:30
5-7
7:30

pm
pm
pm

Arts Center
Arts Center
Arts Center
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Stargazing in the NC Mountains
One of the great benefits of life in the mountains is the lack of light pollution that makes our
skies so dark that innumerable stars are visible.
In Stonebridge, we can see many more stars
than are visible in even small towns, but light
pollution from West Jefferson and Boone can
still keep us from maximum star visibility. However, the dark mountain skies of the Appalachians provide excellent conditions for observatories where the planets and stars can be studied,
and luckily for us, two observatories are located
in close proximity to Stonebridge, and both of
them are open for public viewings.
Bare Dark Sky Observatory
Located near Spruce Pine, about two hours from
Todd, the Bare Dark Sky Observatory is part of
Mayland Community College and opened to the
public in June of 2017. The observatory sits at
an elevation of just over 2700 feet and offers a
360° view in the first International Dark-Sky Association (ADA) certified star park in the southeastern US. Two telescopes are on-site; the
larger one is an f/3.6 StarStructure Newtonian
telescope with a 34 inch (.86m) mirror. Once
set on a particular object of interest, the telescope is controlled by a computer that moves
the telescope to track the object so it stays in
view even though the earth is rotating. Visitors
are able to use this telescope as well as a smaller one as observatory guides and volunteers
from local astronomy clubs point out visible
planets and stars. A visit in July allowed observers to see Saturn (including the famous rings!),
stars and constellations, and the Milky Way.
Know Before You Go
There is a paved parking lot, and transportation
is provided to the observatory via a shuttle bus.
The observatory is not handicapped accessible;
an unpaved, slightly inclined walkway provides

access to the telescope area. Use of the telescope requires climbing several steps of an industrial stepladder (such as the ones seen in home
improvement stores). Chairs are provided. The
area is not climate controlled, so be sure to check
the weather and dress accordingly. There is a
portable restroom facility on site. The observatory is located in a remote area, so consider taking
snacks and be sure to fill up your car before you
go. If you don’t want to drive all the way back to
Stonebridge late at night, there are a couple of
lodging choices in the area.
Volunteers and guides are extremely knowledgeable and enthusiastic—-feel free to ask lots of
questions as you enjoy the amazing night sky!
Observation sessions are two hours; adult prices
are $10 and children are $5. For more information about the observatory, including a link to
make reservations (required) for a session, visit
www.mayland.edu/observatory.

A guide prepares the 34 inch telescope for use on an
observation night. A smaller planetary telescope (also
used by visitors) can be seen in the background.
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Dark Sky Observatory (DSO)
Much closer to Stonebridge, Dark Sky Observatory is a short 30 minute drive from Stonebridge
to Purlear, just off the Blue Ridge Parkway. DSO
was established in 1981 and is operated by Appalachian State University under the direction of
Dr. Daniel Caton for research and education in
the field of astrophysics. Although several telescopes are at the site, the telescope used by visitors is a 32-inch Ritchey-Chreitien telescope
that is housed in a dome with an attached visitor center (Jo and Don Cline Visitor Center).
Public viewing nights are held each month and
staff and students from App State are on hand
to direct viewing sessions and answer questions.
Displays and photographs can be seen in the
visitor center, and visitors can see the control
room where research and data collection occur.
The telescopes at DSO can be controlled remotely, allowing researchers to gather data
from their homes. Equipment and sensors in
the domes will close them automatically if moisture is detected in the air to prevent damage to
the telescopes.

Control room at DSO

32 inch Ritchey-Chreitien Telescope
at Dark Sky Observatory
Viewing sessions at DSO are held regardless of the
weather or cloud cover. If the skies are not visible
on a particular evening, the staff has a presentation about the research being done and/or other
topics of interest, and visitors can still enter the
dome and see the telescope and learn about its
features. DSO is fully accessible (paved parking is
available for those with handicap placards; other
parking is in a grassy field). The visitor center is
heated, and seating and restroom facilities are
available. For more information or to purchase
tickets to the next event, visit
www.dso.appstate.edu or find them on Facebook
at Dark Sky Observatory.
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Stonebridge Newcomers/
New Cabin Owners
August-October 2017

Bill and Donna Apple (October)
142 E. Yellow Bear
Todd, NC

Neil and Kathleen Eibeler (August)
464 Tomahawk Drive
Cornelius, NC

Mark and Cathy Travis (October)
1903 Homestead
Cookeville, TN

Steve and Jan Capps (August)
2345 Homestead Road
Wrightsville Beach, NC
Kenneth and Sally Kinka (September)
1331 Homestead Road
Greensboro, NC
Cindy Wiehrs and Hank Orr (September)
191 Old Orchard Road
Todd, NC
Keith and Beverly Shaver (September)
199 Old Orchard Road
Aiken, SC
Welcome to Stonebridge! Whether you are brand new to our neighborhood or just switched to a
different cabin, we are glad that you are here and wish you many happy moments in your cabin!

Photo By
Robert
Ruehlen

STONEBRIDGE SENTINEL
How Did That Cabin Get Its Name?
Did you ever wonder why your neighbors chose
a particular name for their cabin? The Sentinel
highlights stories about some of these names in
each edition.
Gobbler’s Roost
Bob and Bobbie Worley
721 Tomahawk Drive
I am a Virginia Tech graduate. One of our sons
and Bobbie's father are also grads. VT used to
be known as the "Fighting Gobblers". We have
been avid VT fans for a long time and think of
Blacksburg, VA as being close to heaven. We
felt the same way when we found Stonebridge
in 2004 and decided to name our cabin
Gobbler's Roost.
Unfortunately, people don't see this sign from
the road. Our driveway is over 100 yards up an
initial steep slope.

Many of the Stonebridge cabins have unique and
interesting names. If you would like to share a
story about your cabin’s name and/or history,
please email the Sentinel editor. Include a photo
of your cabin sign if you have one as well.

Stonebridge Picnic
Many residents of Stonebridge enjoyed an afternoon of delicious food, fellowship with friends,
and great musical entertainment at the 2107 fall
picnic. Although the picnic got postponed one
day this year due to rainy weather, that did not
stop the fun! We had a wonderful turnout, and
everyone seemed to have a great time. Many
thanks to the Good Neighbor Committee for organizing this event each year.
This annual tradition takes place each
Labor Day weekend, save the date for September
1, 2018.

On the next page, you will find a photo collage
showing some of the fun. Many thanks to Ed
Patton and Don Smith for the photos.
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Vendor List
If you have someone work on your cabin or
property and would like to recommend them via
the vendor list on our website, please email
Joanie Loftin at joanieloftin@theloftins.net and
provide the vendor name, business name (if
there is one), contact information, and type of
work you recommend them for. We will get
them added to the list. You can also recommend folks via the Facebook page!
Please remember that vendors on the list are
not vetted or endorsed by the POA. Be sure to
check references, and be sure that vendors who
work on your home carry proper insurance and
licensing credentials.

Communication From POA Board
We still have a few families who are receiving
their official communication from our management company via the postal service instead of
through email. If you are one of these families,
would you consider switching to email communication? The management company charges
us a service fee per piece of mail in addition to
postage, and this gets expensive since we send
out five official mailings each year. If you would
be willing to make the switch, please email Harold Tilley at asurentals.com@gmail.com and
provide him with your email address for future
correspondence. Information that you receive
by email can be saved as a file on your computer
for future reference, which eliminates the need
to save paper copies. Save a tree, save money
for the Stonebridge POA, eliminate clutter —
make the switch today!

A Note from the Editor
Dear Stonebridge Friends,
The summer mountain season has wound down,
and many of us will return to other places, probably dreaming of mountain days and anticipating
spring and a return to Stonebridge. To help you
keep in touch, please visit the Facebook page
often. Hopefully, year-round residents and those
who can get up to the mountain for weekends
will provide some pictures and information about
mountain happenings.
If you have ideas for the Sentinel, I hope you will
contact me. Content from neighbors is encouraged; you can write an article, submit a photo, or
make a content suggestion. The winter edition
will be published near the end of January. Remember that we have a photo gallery on the
Stonebridge website. If you have photos to include there, please email them to Scott Loftin at
s@theloftins.net.
The website now has a section (under the POA
tab) for announcing the date of upcoming POA
board meetings. The meetings usually occur every other month and are announced several
weeks in advance. Meetings will also be announced via the Facebook group and email.
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a
wonderful 2018!
Joanie Loftin, Editor
joanieloftin@theloftins.net
919-387-3403

Stonebridge Property Owners’
Association
768 West King Street
Boone, NC 28607
Board@Stonebridgetodd.com
www.stonebridgetodd.com

