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SPRING EDITION
of our neighborhood and continue to make this a
place of tranquility and enjoyment for all.
This year, our board will focus primarily on our
most pressing issue—road and culvert maintenance and upgrades—in addition to planning and
prioritizing future projects to be taken on in
the coming years. While gravel roads certainly
contribute to the unique and rustic feel of our
neighborhood, the reality is that erosion of such
steep mountain roads is inevitable, and constant
and diligent maintenance is necessary to upkeep
the aesthetic appeal and safety.

President’s Message
Stonebridge Residents,
I am pleased to be writing my first letter as
the new president of the Stonebridge Board,
a role I am privileged to take on in the coming
year. Since joining this community in April of
2015, my family and I have experienced time
and time again just how special what we have
here is—a place with breathtaking views,
peaceful quiet and a neighboring environment
that allows us to experience all the culture
and activities these mountains have to offer.
I am excited to have the opportunity to help
preserve and enhance all the unique aspects

In order to protect this investment, we can all
do our part by reducing speeds on our roads at
all times, which is key to maintaining them for
longer periods of time and reducing maintenance
costs. Faster travel brings up dust, reduces the
road base, creates loose gravel, and exacerbates the washboard effects we often experience. Experts say that reducing speed has significant positive effects in preserving the roads
and makes our neighborhood cleaner and more
walkable. Thank you all for your continued help
with this.
A special thanks to Joe Culbreth and Bruce
Hershock for agreeing to consult with us regarding our roads and share their invaluable expertise on these matters; their advice and care
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will greatly benefit this community.
I would also like to thank the outgoing board
members: Tommy Hite, John Benton, Hank
Orr, and Peter Rodriguez. They were tremendous stewards of our community, and they
took on the significant task of negotiating and
executing an important new agreement with
the Stonebridge developer. In addition, they
have left the new board and community in a
good financial position. Please thank them for
their accomplishments and for volunteering
their time.
Another huge thank you to Joanie and Scott
Loftin for creating and maintaining our website
and putting out our newsletter. We are privileged to have such a professional level of work
that allows us to share information amongst
ourselves and represent our community to the
outside world.
Once again, I would like to express how thankful I am to not only to be a homeowner in this
great community we have fostered, but also to
be able to serve as your board president. I am
the first to acknowledge what a special place
this is—one that deserves to be well-cared
for— and I can only hope to help increase the
value and appeal to both current and future
residents in the time that I serve.
Enjoy the remaining summer,
Steve Ott
President, Stonebridge POA
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2016 Stonebridge Brush, Limb, Debris, and
Fire Fuel Pick-up and Disposal
Why?
According to the National FireWise Program,
the removal of brush, limbs, dead trees, and
related potential fire fuel debris that accumulates naturally on your property and around
your cabin is the number one activity each of
us can and should undertake to reduce potential fuel for any possible forest fire. Removal
of this debris creates a defensible area that
adds to your safety and provides additional
fire protection you and the Stonebridge community.
When?
The week of August 29th. The pickup will take
2 consecutive days. We’ll begin at the top of
the mountain and work down to the entrance
on Stonebridge Lane. The exact days will depend on truck and backhoe availability and will
be determined several weeks prior and posted
on the Stonebridge Facebook page.

facilitates placing it in the dump trucks for disposal.
Neatly stack all debris as close as possible to
the end of your driveway, near the access
road, and ensure the culverts are not being
blocked.
The week prior to the Monday pick-up day, your
FireWise team will be reviewing all debris
piles to ensure they meet the FireWise guidelines noted above. This will assist your FireWise
team and equipment contractor in the timely collection of the debris and its disposal.
Please plan to complete your property cleanup
activities no later than one week before the
Monday pickup date. This will allow for a review
the week prior to pickup.

Who's included?
The pick-up will include all of Stonebridge,
main and spur roads.
If you wish to participate…
Please collect brush and limb debris, pruned
material, and dead branches, ensuring each
item is no more than 6 inches in diameter and
no longer than 6 feet in length. This aids in the
pickup by the backhoe jaws and facilitates
placing it in the dump trucks for piles

(Pictured above: Bruch pickup from 2015)
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Two very important notes
1- No firewood, trash, garbage, clear-cut or
construction material can/will be accepted.
2- Please do not place any debris in the
drainage ditches/culverts. Blocked drainage
ditches can lead to other problems including
flooding and backups. That’s a problem no
one wants.

Example of material stacked for pickup without blocking the culvert
Your time is money
Our FireWise grant covers the expenses for
the pickup and disposal; however your POA is
responsible for contributing twenty percent
of the total cost of this project. When you,
the Stonebridge homeowner, participate in
this FireWise debris collection and pick-up
on your property, your time is credited as
money. We get “dollar credit” for the time
you spent removing these flammable materials from your property and participating in
this effort. This credit is applied towards
our 20% share of the total cost, thus

reducing the actual dollar amount the POA
pays. That time credit is very important to
your POA budget and in saving your money to
be used for other community urgent purposes.
How can you track your time?
As we get closer to the pickup date, we will be
providing you with the details of how to easily
track your time and submit the total. Just remember to track the time you spend on your
cleanup.
HELP! Volunteers will be needed!
Lastly, we will be looking for volunteers to help
with the pick-up on those 2 days. If you are
willing and able to volunteer at least 4 hours
either Monday or Tuesday, 4 hours each pickup
day, a full day, or 2 full days, we will gladly accept your help. I did both days last year and it
was a lot of fun. We appreciate any time you
can commit to support our community and contribute towards our fire safety.
Thank you.
Jim Dixey
Your Stonebridge FireWise
Committee Chairman
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Stonebridge Bear
Our bear is always dressed in seasonallyappropriate clothes thanks to the dedication
of our “bear mammas,” Lynne Haynes and
Laura Micklon. Thank you for taking great
care of the Stonebridge bear!
Here are photos of our bear over the past
few months.

Above: Our bear is celebrating Cinco de
Mayo and spring!
Right: Honoring America and those who have
fought for our freedom, the Stonebridge
bear looks wonderful in red, white, and blue!
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Where Can I Get Information About
Stonebridge?
Stonebridge is a huge neighborhood, with
many part-time residents, and with new residents welcomed throughout the year. These
qualities of our beloved neighborhood can
present communication challenges for the
POA board, which wants to insure that everyone has access to the information they need.
The POA board encourages you to seek out
information that is available in three important ways.
Quarterly Information Distribution from
Appalachian Management Company
All official email distributions will come to you
through Harold Tilley, our contact at the firm
that manages the POA. Please be sure that
his emails are not going to a junk mail folder.
You can expect an email from him within 30
days following the end of each quarter. The
email will have attachments including: up-todate financial statements, an updated copy of
the Stonebridge directory, and the Sentinel
newsletter (may not be published in winter).
If you do not have an email address, this will
come to you in print form via regular mail.
You may receive occasional additional emails
from Harold Tilley, but these are used only
for very important information— if you get
email from him, please read it!
Stonebridge Website
A wealth of information is available to you at
www.stonebridgetodd.com. Please check the
website before contacting the board with
questions, which saves time for everyone.

Past board members shared that the most often requested information is
 a list of restrictive covenants
 the Covenants Committee Review Form (for
changes to cabins, tree removal, etc.)
 the vendor/contractor list
The most recent revision to the website reflects this by including links to all of this information from the homepage — look for the links
in red type.
You can also find the current weather conditions in Stonebridge, a complete list of the
board members and contact information, a map
of our subdivision, information about caring for
your cabin (winterizing suggestions and well water information), as well as many photos taken
in our neighborhood. If there is content that
you would like to see on the website, or if you
have photos to submit, please email Scott
Loftin at scott@theloftins.net. Note that
there is a search feature which should help you
find what you are looking for
Facebook Group
Stonebridge has its own Facebook group, which
has grown to over 150 members. The group is
closed, so only members can post or see what is
posted. Members are approved before being
added to the group, and membership is generally limited to property owners and their family
members who use the cabins. The group is wellused to share photos, suggestions for vendors
invitations to non-profit events, and more!
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Both the website and the Facebook group are
important sources of information, but they
have different strong points for communication. Many residents have expressed concerns about Facebook or just don’t want to
use it, and that is completely fine; however,
here are a few things to consider about this
topic
 The Facebook group will ALWAYS be the
quickest way to get information that is up
to date. For example, a resident recently
needed emergency veterinary care for her
pet, and her post on Facebook got immediate responses. The family member of another resident was using the resident’s
cabin recently and got stuck — a quick
Facebook post got them some help so they
could get on with their weekend. This
quick turnaround of information is simply
not possible with the website.
 It is possible to set up a Facebook page
solely to access the Stonebridge website,
and privacy settings can prohibit anyone
from finding you if you want to remain private.
 The Facebook group is the place to go if
you need to get information about road
conditions in the winter.
If you have questions about the Facebook
group or would like help accessing the group
or setting up a Facebook account, help is
available—Email Joanie Loftin at
joanieloftin@theloftins.net.

To access the Stonebridge group, visit
www.facebook.com/
groups/1586324594968696/st and click the
button to Join Group. Requests are typically
approved within a few hours.

Help Us Keep In Touch
The official list of Stonebridge property owners and their contact information is maintained
by our management company, Appalachian
Management Services (AMS). If you have a
change of address, phone number(s), or email
address, please help us keep the list accurate
by emailing changes to Harold Tilley at
asurentals.com@gmail.com. AMS also publishes
the updated Stonebridge directory each quarter, so it is very important for them to have
accurate information.
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Wildlife in Stonebridge
Life in the mountains means possible run-ins
with a variety of wildlife. We all are accustomed to seeing deer throughout Stonebridge, and last year, one of our residents
wrote about his encounter with coyotes. Recently, there have been sightings of black
bears in Stonebridge. The photo below was

The website for the NC Wildlife Resources
Commission is www.ncwildlife.org, and you can
find information there about wildlife native to
the mountains. Specific information about
black bears can be found at http://
www.ncwildlife.org/Learning/Species/
Mammals/BlackBear.aspx
You can reach Kevin at
Kevin Hining // Northern Mountain Education
Specialist Wildlife Education Division
NC Wildlife Resources Commission
Fleetwood, North Carolina 28626
office: 336-877-1087
cell: 336-213-9692
kevin.hining@ncwildlife.org

taken from the front porch of a homeowner
on Yellow Bear Road. Those of us whose primary residences are in the city and who are
not used to the variety of wildlife native to
the mountains may have many questions about
the animals we encounter.
Fortunately, Kevin Hining, son of Stonebridge
residents Luellen and Greg Hining, has agreed
to provide information to us about wildlife in
the NC mountains. Kevin is a biologist with
the NC Wildlife Resources Commission, and
he has agreed to be a contributor to the
Sentinel. If you have a specific question
for Kevin about wildlife found in the mountains, you can email or call him, and he will
answer questions in a future edition.

AVOID CONFLICTS & HELP PROTECT NC
BEARS BY:
 Refraining from all forms of intentional
feeding
 Keeping garbage secured or out of a bear’s
reach
 Choosing to watch wild animals without
feeding them
 Refraining from feeding birds when a bear
is in the area
 Feeding pets indoors or quickly removing
bowls and excess food after use
 Cleaning grills after each use
 Closing car and house windows when you are
away
 Talking to family and neighbors when bear
activity is occurring in your area
Many thanks to Luellen and Greg for
suggesting this article!
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Stonebridge Newcomers
May 1, 2016-July 31, 2016
Michael and Terry Hill (May 2016)
Todd, NC
218 Stonebridge Lane

Ted Mitchell (June 2016)
Johns Island, SC
256 Tomahawk

Michael and Ann Wyatt (May 2016)
Newnan, GA
590 Homestead Road

Scott and Faye Kepley (July 2016)
Lexington, NC
116 Creekview Drive

Kenneth and Blair Kopf (June 2016)
Greensboro, NC 27407
Building Lot on Tomahawk Drive

And a move from one cabin to another that
occurred in January 2016
Ted Winter and Ann Latimer
Todd, NC
238 Crooked Arrow
(Previously at 118 Annapurna)

Don Cybalski and Malcom Calder (June
2016)
Sarasota, FL
351 East Yellow Bear Road
Ted and Helen Jane Hodges (June 2016)
Danville, VA 24541
319 Sundance
Scott and Susan Rainville (June 2016)
Matt and Marianne DesChamps
Sneads Ferry, NC
186 Homestead

We welcome all new property owners and hope
that you will love spending time in your cabins
in Stonebridge!
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What’s In a Name
Property owners in Stonebridge have wonderful and unique names for their cabins. Read
on to learn how the Hefner family cabin on
Old Mill got its name.
When we built our home in 2002 we gave no
thought to naming the cabin. Actually we did
and decided it needed no name and it just became our "getaway retreat." We recognized
that each visit brought a relaxed feeling, and
hence a change in our attitude when we escaped work and the city. During a visit with
our son he shared this change in attitude
when he and his family visit--"this altitude
just adjusts my attitude". Hence the name
for our mountain retreat became "Altitude
Adjustment." Friends and family alike who
visit this wonderful place we call Stonebridge
recognize that "Altitude Adjustment" also.

Summer Fun in West Jefferson
Our little corner of the mountains is a busy
time in the summer with events to appeal to
everyone. Here are a few upcoming events to
add to your calendars — for more information,
visit http://visitwestjefferson.org/westjefferson-events/
West Jefferson Farmers Market
Saturdays 8 am –1 pm
98 BackStreet
Locally grown produce and other farm goods
and crafts available
BackStreet Park Summer Concert Series
Many Fridays During the Summer 5:00-7:30
200 Backstreet
Free, bring picnic, chairs, blankets, fun for al
ages to enjoy traditional, old time, and bluegrass music

If you would like to share a story about your
cabin’s name and/or history, please email the
Sentinel editor. Include a photo of your cabin
sign if you have one as well.
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Good Neighbor
Labor Day Picnic
Saturday, September 3
Rain Date Sunday, September 4
4:30 pm until……
Join your Stonebridge neighbors and friends
for an evening of delicious food and wonderful
fellowship as we honor the end of summer and
celebrate the beginning of fall. This annual
Stonebridge tradition is a highlight of the
summer season in Stonebridge.
Important Details
 The cost is $5 for ages 12 and over, and
free for those under 12
 Bring chairs, drink of choice, and an appetizer, salad or dessert with enough to
feed 10-12 adults. Please bring serving
utensils!

Join the Good Neighbor Group
If you are interested in hospitality/fellowship
type activities in Stonebridge, the Good
Neighbor Committee welcomes your help! You
do NOT have to commit to being a full-time
committee member—volunteers are welcome
to help with a project here of there as time
allows. The Good Neighbor Committee is responsible for:
 Fall Picnic
 Welcome Baskets
 Dressing the Stonebridge Bear
 Selling Stonebridge license plates
 Assisting at the annual POA meeting each
summer
In the past, the group has also published a
cookbook and when the Stonebridge bear was
stolen, the group helped raise funds to purchase a replacement. If you want to know
more or sign up to help, please contact Cindy
Wiehrs (see contact info in left column).

POA Provides
 Plates, Cups, Napkins, Eating Utensiles
 Ice
 Pork
An approximate count of attendees is
needed by August 20th so the pork can be
ordered.
To sign up, please contact Cindy Wiehrs at
(336)-877-1368 or cwiehrs@gmail.com and
provide the name of property owner, number
of guests attending, and what food(s) you
plan to bring.

The non-native mountain goat has recently been
spotted in Stonebridge!.
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Emergency Exits in Stonebridge
An email went out several months ago with
information about exit routes from Stonebridge in the event of an emergency. An exit
that had been available is no longer in use;
however, there are
two exits that are
available. The exits
are marked with a
sign as seen in the
photo on the right
and are blocked off
with a chain that is
secured with a combination lock. Exit 1
is located at the end
of Annapurna Drive and leads into Big Tree
subdivision. Exit 2 (pictured below) is located
on lower Tomahawk Road directly across from
451 Tomahawk Drive. This exit is a steep uphill climb on a gravel and dirt drive that would
best be accessed with a 4 wheel drive vehicle
and provides access to Laurel Creek Extension roadway.

Changes to Property Form
The POA board would like to remind property
owners that approval from the Covenants
Committee is required before making changes/
additions to your cabin or removing trees with a
7” or larger diameter. According to the POA
guidelines,
“The goal of the CRC is to simply
maintain the over-all look and a
appearance of our beautiful community
as envisioned by the original developer.
In doing so it is important that the
same materials and color palette are
used throughout Stonebridge.”
If you would like to submit a request for consideration by the Covenants Committee, please
print the form found on the homepage at
www.stonebridgetodd.com and submit the form
to: Covenant Review Committee, Stonebridge
Property Owners Association, 768 West King
Street, Boone, NC 28607, or email to
Covenantschair@Stonebridgetodd.com.

Spring in Stonebridge!
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Thank You from the Ashe County Arts
Council
The Ashe County Arts Council would like to
thank everyone in Stonebridge who helped
make this year’s Feast for the Arts such a
huge success. The generosity shown by
Stonebridge residents and friends has been
overwhelming. A big thanks goes to Tom &
Sue Davis, Dave & Lynne Eastburn and Jack &
Pat Moncrief for hosting dinners for their
Stonebridge friends and neighbors – there
were more than 100 people attending these
dinners and contributing to the arts. In addition, several Stonebridge residents contributed their talents and time to produce items
for the silent auction – this group included: Susan Bashford, Tom Brady, Ed &
Jayne Braxton, Rick Dynesius, Lynne Eastburn, Dee Falls, Joel & Pam Garner, Hank Orr,
and Candy Pegram. And, more than a dozen
Stonebridge residents submitted winning bids
at the silent auction. Overall, A Feast for
the Arts raised more than $24,000 countywide to support the Ashe County Arts Council.

You can support the arts throughout the year
by participating in various events sponsored by
the Ashe County Arts Council – see
www.AsheCountyArts.org for information about
upcoming events and signup to receive the Arts
Dates newsletter to stay up to date.
Don’t miss the fun
next year – circle
Saturday, June 10,
2017, on your calendars for next year’s
Feast for the Arts!
Thanks again to all our
Stonebridge friends
for your tireless support and overwhelming
generosity.

Ask anyone who attended one of the dinners
or the Gala Dessert & Auction to learn what a
fun time was had by all.

Sincerely,
Jane Lonon, Executive Director
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Flag Disposal

Many residents of Stonebridge fly the
American flag at their cabins. Did you know
that there is a proper way to dispose of
flags that have become worn or faded? One
of our neighbors, Bud Snotherly, knows all
about this, and he has volunteered to take
care of this for any Stonebridge resident in
order to insure that old flags are disposed
of with proper respect. If you have a flag
that is in need of “retirement,” you can drop
it off at Bud’s cabin at 199 Sundance, or contact Bud using the information in the directory to make arrangements for this.

A Note from the Editor
What a wonderful summer it has been in
Stonebridge — we have enjoyed the cool
breezes as a respite from the sweltering temperatures and humidity that have prevailed in
so much of the south. Flowers and wildlife and
beautiful views, and of course, the wonderful
people make Stonebridge such a special place.
There are many things going on here that
would be of interest to your neighbors, so
please know that your ideas for content
(including photos) for future editions of the
Sentinel are welcomed, and I hope you will
keep posting on the neighborhood Facebook
page, which has become such a great source of
information. If you would like to help on a
regular basis with communications, please
email me! Our communication will be most effective when many of us are contributing on a
regular basis!
Joanie Loftin, Editor
joanieloftin@theloftins.net

Community Corner—Share Your Events
If your church or non-profit is having an
event that would be of interest to Stonebridge residents, please submit the information to be included in future editions of the
Sentinel in a Community Corner. Our next
edition will come out in late October, so
think ahead to late fall and holiday events!

Spring flowers in Stonebridge

Stonebridge Fall Picnic
Saturday, September 3, 2016
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